LRF Skogsägarna’s agenda for

Forest and Climate
LRF Skogsägarna (the Federation of Swedish Family
Forest Owners) regards forest as a renewable resource,
with a central role in the ongoing transition to a green
economy and in achieving long-term sustainable
development of society.
Our view is that active forest management, with increased and sustainable forest production, is an effective
way to help solve the climate problem. To do this, forest
must be managed in a way that gives sustainable high
yields and serves as a basis for vibrant rural livelihoods
and other social aspects, while protecting and preserving
nature values. Carbon storing in the Swedish forest
ecosystem can be increased, but provides less climate
benefit in the long run.
Wood is a renewable resource that can be reused and
recycled, often in several stages. We advocate that forest
mustbe managed, combined with refinement of various
products, in a way that mitigates climate change. This
would make wood beneficial to society, as a substitute
for fossil and resource-intensive raw materials.
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THE CLIMATE IS CHANGING

Forests and forestry are affected daily by the weather and climate.
The weather changes rapidly but climate is also constantly
changing. The amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere has
increased significantly in recent decades, primarily due to the use
of fossil raw materials for energy and products, but also as a
consequence of land-use changes. The changes predicted by IPCC
and Swedish scientists at SMHI (Swedish Meteorological and
Hydrological Institute) are that Sweden is likely to experience
higher average temperatures, shorter periods of snow, more and
heavier rain and, in southern Sweden, a greater risk of drought.
The risk of storms may also increase, but here the research results
are not conclusive.
THE FOREST AFFECTS…

Growing trees sequestrate carbon dioxide, thereby helping to
mitigate climate change. Most of the carbon dioxide is stored in
the trees as cellulose and other carbonaceous substances. The
amount of carbon dioxide that a forest can capture depends
largely on tree growth, and growth is affected by silviculture.
Consequently, in applied forest management there is great
potential, as well as great responsibility, to influence and increase
the sequestration of carbon dioxide.
… AND IS AFFECTED

A warmer climate will promote forest growth in Sweden by
extending the growing season. New tree species and provenances
may be used, or may migrate naturally into the country. Other
organisms will also be affected – some pests will be favoured and
new species will become established in the country. Other species

Effective silviculture and fast growth
increases forests sequestration of carbon
dioxide, which is positive for the climate.
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LONG-TERM STRATEGY

LRF Skogsägarna’s view is that a long-term strategy is important
in tackling climate change issues. Forests require management in
order to increase the use of wood in society. We have a long-term
perspective, as we are managing our forests for future generations
and our forests have a long rotation period. It is important to adopt
a holistic approach to ensure that climate benefits of the entire
forest property are optimised over several generations.
LRF SKOGSÄGARNA TAKES RESPONSIBILITY FOR A BETTER CLIMATE

LRF Skogsägarna is responsible for providing members of LRF
and forest owners associations with well-founded decision support
on climate issues, through training and advisory services. The
forest owners themselves decide how to manage their forests within
the legal framework. We strive to realise growth potential in family
forests, while taking into account environmental and social aspects.
We regard it as important to inform about risk spreading and
measures to reduce the risk of damage. In areas with high nature
or social values, LRF Skogsägarna believes that voluntary and
formal set-asides, and adapted management, have a given place
(active conservation). Supplying wood from the forest in a future
climate will require better forest roads, better planning of
harvesting, and methods to reduce the effect of forest transport on

Building wooden houses is a way of storing carbon
in the long term, which helps to mitigate the climate
problem. Great grandfather built this house.
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will decline or may become extinct, so there is a risk of a negative
effect on biodiversity. Less frozen ground and higher groundwater
levels will make logging operations more difficult, and reduced root
stability could increase storm damage even though wind speeds are
unchanged. With more droughts the risk of forest fire also
increases.

Instead of using fossil raw materials to make products, renewable sources
could be used, which benefits the climate. Nearly everything made from oil
could be made from wood. See here how nanocellulose from wood can
mella avsättningar och anpassad skötsel har en given plats (aktiv
replace plastic and metal (foil) in sour-milk cartons. Nanocellulose can also
replace
the animal-based
(thickeners)
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into tcertain
yoghurt
naturvård).
För att texture
lyckasagents
leverera
träråvara
i fram
ida klimat
beproducts during manufacture.

the ground surface. To ensure resource efficiency, we are working
to reduce emissions through good planning of forest operations
and logistics, and also by reducing fuel consumption.

hövs bättre skogsbilvägar, bättre planering av avverkningar och
metoder för mindre markpåverkan vid terrängtransport. För god

SOCIETY’S RESPONSIBILITY TO IMPROVE CLIMATE

LRF Skogsägarna takes the view that society needs to create
favourable conditions for competitive development of forestry,
forest products and bioenergy. A coherent policy is needed that
promotes renewable raw materials to build a sustainable society
with minimal climatic impact. We see a need for research and
development in areas such as tree species, provenances, silviculture,
forest protection, intensive cultivation, ground damage, fuel
consumption, roads, and new products.
LRF SKOGSÄGARNA’S POSITION ON OPTIMISING
			CLIMATIC BENEFITS PROVIDED BY FORESTS

For LRF Skogsägarna, it is natural that forests are managed in a
way that is long-term and sustainable. Our goal is a resourceefficient and bio-based society where fossil and resource-intensive
materials are replaced with wood to maximise climatic benefit.

* http://www.skogsstyrelsen.se/en/AUTHORITY/Projects/national-projects/
The-KOMET-programme/
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We believe that:
Production, environmental and social aspects are of equal value.
LRF Skogsägarna works to protect biodiversity, cultural heritage
and recreation values through general conservation, voluntary
conservation, and other forms of protected areas (e.g.
KOMET *). Tools to accomplish this include:
– Green forest management plans.
– Forest certification.
– Site planning for general conservation.
– Planning to avoid ground damage; LRF Skogsägarna supports

Nanocellulose can
replace the plastic film
on the inside of the
carton and the plastic
in the lid. It can also
strengthen the carton
and so reduce the
amount of material
used.

			a common policy to avoid serious ground damage, drawn up
			by the entire forest sector in Sweden (available in Swedish).
• The forest is to be used in a way that reduces society’s long-term
climatic impact. For most of the forest area, this is done by high
yield and greater substitution:
– High yield requires good silviculture based on science and
			proven methods, adapted to prevailing and future climate
			conditions.
– Increasing substitution, market-driven and through policy
			instruments, will have the best climate benefits, globally and
			overall.
– Set-asides specifically for carbon sequestration (carbon
			reserves) only benefit the climate while the trees are growing,
			and are always associated with risk of fire and insect damage.
– Set-asides and conservation measures implemented for other
			goals, such as environmental and social goals in forestry, can
			also have some short-term climate benefits.

LRF Skogsägarna’s

Action plan

for optimising climatic benefits provided by forests
•

•

www.lrf.se
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Sustainable forest management, adapted to a new climate, 		
optimise the capability to mitigate climate change. Key 		
components are:
– Forest management adapted to the capacity of the soil,
i.e. site-adapted forestry for optimal growth and thereby optimal
sequestration of carbon dioxide.
– Good regenerations and the right choice of provenance and
tree species.
– High level of investment and ambition in silviculture.
– Fertilisation is a good way to increase growth and carbon 		
dioxide sequestration in trees and soil in suitable areas.
– Drainage measures are preceded by good planning and are
carried out by specially trained entrepreneurs
– Clearing of ditches and protective ditching to maintain forest
productivity.
– High priority for forest health and protection measures to 		
prevent various kinds of damage.
– Nutrient recycling is important and necessary for sustainable
forest production.
– Risk spreading and minimisation by, for example, selection of
tree species and timing of thinning.
Advisory services, information, and training are important tools
for ensuring that landowners and other forest practitioners have
sufficient knowledge and motivation to make climate-smart 		
choices in their everyday activities (water conservation, right
selection of plants etc.).
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New findings from research and development should be 		
considered in climate change mitigation work. Forest tree 		
breeding is given high priority.
Improving silvicultural practices has great potential to increase
the climatic benefits provided by forests. Regeneration methods
must be improved for greater efficiency and less ground impact.
Regulations on, for example, fertilisation and exotic tree species
should be reviewed, in order to promote greater growth and
take into account climate change.
With forest owners making their own decisions on forest 		
management, within the legal framework, the focus of forest
production will differ. Raw materials from the forest can be used
in everything from houses, paper packaging and energy 		
to new products in a bio-based economy. All the different areas
of usage are important for the climate and forest owners.
Forestry has an important role in increasing resource efficiency,
and our climatic impact can be reduced by:
– Limiting emissions from vehicles, within the limits of what is
reasonable with respect to technology and profitability.
– Reducing transports through well-planned logging and good
logistics.
There is a great potential to develop new and better products
from our Swedish forests, and we collaborate with researchers
and industry to make this happen. It is important that forestry is
long-term, sustainable and responsible. We are striving for 		
global development in this direction.
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